An Examination of Line Spacing
in Letters Written by Past Masters

by Dr. Joseph M. Vitolo, 2014
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Letter penned by Willis A. Baird (1882-1954)
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Letter penned by Charlton Valentine Howe (1870-1952)
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Letter penned by Willis A. Baird (1882-1954)

This letter was also written
using five spaces per sentence
line but he does NOT an added
separator space as shown in the
previous letter from Howe.

This also shows that his line spacing
was basically the same as that seen
in lined papers such as Rhodia tablets
albeit much smaller line separation.
However, the sentences are kept
separate by maintaining the five
spaces for each sentence thereby
preventing the ascender and
descender forms from overlapping.
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Letter penned by Charlton Valentine Howe (1870-1952)

This letter does NOT use five spaces for
each sentence to maintain line spacing
as shown in the two previous examples.
While it is beautiful, it also appears very
‘tight’ or compressed to my eyes. This
letter was planned out by Mr. Howe (see
next image). However, that did not
prevent every overlap from occurring
(see the area shown by the red dotted
circle).

Image created by Dr. Joseph M. Vitolo, 2014



S ; -
G A B i
J%/M////////////, Vit 777707

/ ﬁ (/ qj /
=l [ L —
o z ) /]
A/
77 ( /Jﬂ ,7 ////J&é/Qﬂ
V). . i / /) Vi) ﬂ/
/é/ﬂ/ P70 727 ( ﬂﬁ/W/ﬂ/// (%/ / ZéW/K /éﬂ%
) 7 /7
= =
{W// Mé/ﬂ WK//%W/J/ LU //é/ /W//Wﬂ//
Z 747 /CF 7
7 ‘///Ad////é/ Z?VMQWZV//L&/// LT < \)///%// ag
o pa 7

B ITI TN 772 //f 7707

7727 77 ‘ﬂ“///ﬁ/// P2
v

L7 Wﬂ/ //{%/J{ Z/L//MZ//// AL el

)

Z o
ZIATI 27 I AT T

T I 77T

V)
174

UL AR i s A I I L TN s I i e it A s
(7

em==~,

| 7/ / : 71 i S
L7 /// // /%/J//J / //Z‘Z VLl 2o L

i I e & /
7 \ /7 ,l e

2777 /K'? TR

S o,

7
/

L e, r TR / . =%
L LTI / LA L2PLD P L/ T T2l 2T

7

-
7

= =
DA P

C/ Y
- LLFPLAAL

I T I

/ 7 Z e

& e e

2 AR 7
(2L 22l P o A L,

TS & S e

Letter penned by Charlton Valentine Howe (1870-1952)

Here is the original layout of Mr. Howe's
letter from the previous image. This also
shows that his line spacing was basically
the same as that seen in lined papers such
as Rhodia tablets. The difference here is
that he is not reserving 5 complete spaces
per line of sentence.

Note that the overlap area shown by the
red dotted circle was accounted for prior
to his executing the letter.
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The following is meant for comparison purposes and as a guide. It should NOT be
considered as the absolute proportions......... JMV

1) English Roundhand (Copperplate): Bickham’s Universal Penman

3) Spencerian/Ornamental Scripts A) PR Spencer B) EA Lupfer
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